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Drinking Water Matters!

ÂFundamental for health

ÂFundamental for quality of life

ÂFundamental for the economy

So, lots of public, media, stakeholder 
interest!



Hexavalent Chromium
Media Coverage

ÂñTests find carcinogen in Bendôs tap 
waterò ï12/20/10

ÂñHexavalent Chromium in Bend tap 
water within EPA standardò ï12/20/10

ÂEditorial - ñTracking a killer in the 
waterò ï12/21/10

ÂñWater not from Bendôs own systemò 
12/22/10

ÂñAvion questions chromium findingsò -
12/22/10



Hexavalent Chromium
Media Coverage

ÂñChromium report hard to swallowò -
12/22/10

ÂñEPA urges drinking water testò ï
1/12/11

ÂñPortland, Bend say tap water is safeò 
ï1/13/11

ÂEditorial ïñThe chromium-6 factorò ï
1/17/11

ÂñBend testing water supply for 
Chromium 6ò ï1/19/11



Hexavalent Chromium

ÂEnvironmental Working Group Study 
(12/20/10)

Â35 cities sampled across US, 31 detections 
of CR6

ÂDetections included Bend OR, later to be 
determined to be from Avion Water Co.

ÂExtensive national and local news coverage

ÂCurrent MCL is for total chromium (0.1 
mg/L), no MCL for hexavalent chromium



EPA Commitments on CR6 
(12/22/10)

ÂWork with states/locals on CR6 
prevalence

ÂProvide guidance to systems on 
testing/sampling (1/11/11)  See DHS 
drinking water website

ÂProvide technical assistance to 
communities in EWG study

ÂDetermine if CR6 should be regulated 
in drinking water (later this year)



OHA Commitments on CR6

ÂStay informed of developments, 
communicate with water suppliers

ÂDevelop a technical bulletin of health 
effects information on CR6

ÂState lab system has no in-house lab 
capability for CR6, and does not 
accredit labs for CR6

ÂWork with Oregon labs who want to 
pursue provisional accreditation



Japan Nuclear Plant 

ÂOregon sampling both air and water (I 
131, Cs 137)

ÂEPA sampling milk, rain water, tap 
water

ÂDetected radiation amounts are VERY 
small traces, declining, pose no health 
risk and none is expected

ÂOregon will continue to monitor with 
state and federal partners 


